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“"The Third Infantry Division, previously twice cited by the French Army, becor:
the first Acorican infantry division to receive the Presidential Unit citatiown,
i, was announced by the War Department today.

The Third was honored for its fighting on the "forgotten front" of the war last
winter ~- the Colmar Pocket campaign, called by some as bloody as the Anzio Beac i-
heade It joined the First Marirxe, the Pourth Armored and the 10lst Airborne Div-
isions as the only entire divisions to be cited by the President in this war,

Destroying three entire Gormen divisions and badly meauling another threc, the
Third Division spuszrheaded the First French Armyfs attack to wipe out the trouvblu-
some enemy pocket south of Stresbourg last winter while other enemy forces were:®
contlnuing their ebortive Ardennes pushe.

Counting the attached 254vh Reginment amd the 765th Tank Battalion, 6J01st Tank
Destroyer Battalion and 44lst fAA Battalion, a total of 21,353 officers and men
are entitled to wear the Presidential Unlt Badge, largest s1ngle group ever to
win the award.

OFFICIAL WAR DEPARTMENT CITATION

The Third United States Infantry Division for outstending perforronce in cowbatb
duving the period 28 January to 6 February 1945. Tighting through neavy sncw
storms, across flat lend raked by 88mun,l20Mm mortar, artillery, tenk and m&chine
gun fire, thr@ enemy-infested marshes and woods, the Third Division breached the
German defense wall on the northern pverimeter of the Colmar Bridoehesd and drove
forvard to isolate Colmar from the Rhine. (rossing the Fecht River from gGuemar,
Alsace, by stealth at 2100 hours on 22 January 1945, assault clemonts of the Third
Division fought their way forward against mounting enemy resistance, Hhen the
bridge constructed across the I1l River collapsed before supporting ermor could
arrive on the far side, two heroic battdlions of the Z0th Infantry Regiment held
tenacicusly to their small foothold across the stream against furious. thuk-sup-
vorted enemy attacks. Driving forward in knee-deep snow, which masked ccres of
donsely sown mines, the men of the Third Division fought from house to housc ard
street to street in the fortress towns of the Alsatian plaine Under furious ¢ -
coitrations of support fire, Third Division asseult ‘troops crosgsed the Colmar u: i~
0l in rubber boets at 2100 kours on 29 Jenuary. They drove relentlessly forvw i
0 capture six towns within eight hours, inflict 500 casualties on the enemy duy-

ing the day, and capture large quantities of bcotye, Troops of the Third Tnfantry
Division slashed through to the Rhone-Rhine Caral, cutting off the garrison at
Colmar and rendering the fall of the city inevitable, Then, shifting the direce
tion of " attack, the Division moved south betweon the Rhone-Rhine ¢eénal ard the
Rhine toward Neuf Brisach and the Brisach Bridgeo. Simultaneously, Weuf Brisach
was attacked from the west side of the Rhone-Rhine Conal ard the valls scaled by
ladder and through the combination of these maneuvers the fortress yms capbured.
In one of the herdest fought and bloodiest campaigns of the war, tho‘Mhlri Divis—
ion amnihilated three enemy divisions, mauled three morc, captured over 4 0Q0
prisomers apd inflicted & total of approximately 7,500 casuelties on the enemy;




